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· Marriage Enlightenment Programme for Singles




(meps).

"Meps is our ministral initiative to reach the beneficiaries of our call and grace; it's a methodical strategy to reach out".

SUBJECT; Marriage.

There are three potential sources of knowledge about marriage.


>Human intuition/reasons/opinions; this refers to
what people can think up,dream about or assume concerning Marriage

>Experience and tradition ÷this refers to what others said, experienced and concluded about marriage in the past.

>Revelation; this refers to God making marriage known to man in most understandable ways. whatever man does not know or understand about marriage, God must be consulted. I believe this is the most reliable and accurate way/source of knowledge about/on marriage!

Definition Of Marriage; 
marriage is a unique life long relationship between a mature man and a mature woman who have agreed/convenanted to live together as husband and wife under(in) holy matrimony.

Such agolden relationship is built on sincere sacrificial love, and complete faithfulness to eachother and to God the creator of marriage.

Each part has a role/responsibility to play so as to make their marriage;



>strong



>Grow



>Conducive 



>Enjoyable and



>Peacefull for God called us in to peace.

Scriptures to study; phillipians2:4 2corinthians7:3-4 1Peter3:7 Ephesians 4:26-32. 1corinthains13:4-8.

In depth Definition of Wife and Husband. 
What is a wife? 
Our teachers and writers define a wife as a married woman considered in relation to her spouse. Others say a wife is a female partner in a continuing marital relationship. And some just state "a wife is a married woman". 
All the above definitions are correct, and helpfully we can frame up all these definitions into one sensible statement and say "a wife is a married woman to her spouse in a continuing marital relationship". However, being a wife isn't just a honorable tittle or name, it has attached roles/responsibilities and qualities! So let us look at something so true and hidden about a wife; a wife is more than what we know by definition! 
A wife is areal package of what God invests(imparts) in a growing up woman who has future intentions for marriage. God imparts these qualities in her so as to accomplish her God given task/mandate in helping her man-husband carry out the ordained work. Read Genesis 1:26 and 2:18.
It's true a woman came out of man, but even so men are also coming out of woman now(in a physical secondary sense) Genesis 2:21-23. But every wife comes out of God though it  finds/locates/identifies it's definition in man.so man carries a definition of what he doesn't practically posses.He desperately searches for it with unsurrendering hope, for when he finds it, he obtains uncommon favor.
Proverbs says He who finds a wife has found a good thing(now woman is not a thing but aperson-a she-a her) and he obtains favor from God. Favor is the good thing which helps man.any wife that does not come from God is unfit for the task, and any man-husband that marries such a woman ends up not carrying out his ordained work/mandate! She is just a woman empty/void of the helping and comparable thing(favor) or quality which is the wife!
Man came from dust but husband comes from God.it's that quality in man that God saw missing in the birds and animals Genesis 2:20.its that quality defined/described as a comparable helper that God wrapped up in a woman which woman come out of man-Adam.The mistery here is the main reason why a woman ceases to be joined to a man-husband when he dies-passes on or is restored back to God.she legally becomes free to be joined to any other man-husband that is unjoined to any woman-wife.
NB. This comparable helper quality is not the soul, but it's wrapped up in the soul and spirit.

HUSBAND 

1.God' primary representative. Genesis1:26.


Then God said, let us make man in our image, according to our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.

 2. Symbol/picture of Headship/leadership(not only to his wife but to both his wife, women, and all creations. Genesis1:26. 


Ephesians 5:22-24.wives, submit to your husbands, as to the Lord.23 for the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the Church; and He is the savior of the body.24 therefore, just as the Church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.

 3. A protection figure. Ephesians 5:23B .....and He is the savior of the body. Ruth2:5-9 Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of the reapers, whose young woman is this? 6 so the servant who was in charge of the reapers answered and said........ 8 then Boaz said to Ruth, you will listen, my daughter, will you not? Do not go to glean in another field, nor go from here, stay close by my young women. 9 let your eyes be on the field which they reap, and go after them.Have I not commanded the young men not to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink from what the young men have drawn.
4. Father figure. 1thessolonians2:11(exhortation, comfort, charge)...As you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged everyone of you, as a father does his own children. It's purpose is so that they may walk worthy of God.v12 that you may walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.


 Ephesians6:4B training and Admonition. V4b and you fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in training and admonition. 

•All fathers are male men, but not all male men are fathers!

•The quality of being a father isn't in being a male man, it's rather a deposit/impartation from the Father of all fathers. The father of lights.people may want you to father just because you are a male man.

•They want you to produce children just because you are a male man! No, one should produce because he posses a fathering quality.we have so many children without fathers.It's others fathering for them. It's unfortunate most of the type children are not being fathered!.

•By the way producing a child or rather making a woman pregnant does not make one a father. Neither does one's age make him a father figure.
5.Apicture of God's love( manifold love of God). Easily forgets what he forgives. 

•Ephessians5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself for her, why? So that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, v26. +v27-33. That He might present to himself glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.28 so husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 for no one  ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the Church. 30 for we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones.

31 for this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one FLESH.33 .....let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.(respect and reverances her husband.that she notices him.regards him.honors him, and that she defers to him, praise him, and loves and admires him exceedingly).

6. Carrier of God's Vision(vision bearer). Genesis 1:26-28. A woman wife is a helper where there's a vision, so a man must have a vision for a woman wife to find work.  
7.Visionary; He always looks on the inside even in moments when everything outside seems not working well.actually, that's what makes him visionary.He never registers failure.He is unlimited! He draws divine distinctive wisdom from within, not without.He downloads things from above, where he comes from.
8. Worrier/battler.An advanced wise worrier/ battler who knows what it means to fight agood fight, a good fight of Faith, and conscience! 2chronicles20: 1Timonthy1:18-20.
9.Watchman 

10. An identity bearer.
Good Examples of Marriage in the Bible: 
1.Abraham and Sarah1peter3:1-6 
2.Isaac and Rebecca Genesis24:1-6, Genesis25:8,28.
•Rebecca's developed perspective on marriage Genesis27:46.

•Isaac's charge to his son Jacob on who to marry Genesis28:1-5.
3.Prophet Isaiah and the prophetess Isaiah8:3.
4.Mary and Joseph in the New testament Luke1:26-27.
5.Boaz and Ruth, Ruth4:1-.
Bad Examples of Marriage in the Bible:
1.Er the first born son of Judah and Tamar Genesis38:6-10.
2.Esau and his wife Judith and Basemath Genesis 26:34-35.
3.Judah Er's Father, and Shua acananaanite Genesis38:1-2-
The Purpose Of Marriage
God has never created anything without purpose; He has purpose for everything He does!He created marriage for a purpose.To be successful in marriage,couples must find out the purpose for/of marriage.same to singles, a successful marriage needs aright knowledge and strong foundation. Marry on right purpose!
God's ordained purpose for creating marriage has for generations been veiled with traditions,cultures, and selfish ambitions.It's been stitched with personal needs and persuits.Thus some people view marriage as away or means of meeting their needs/budgets and acquiring wealth.
Note.Marriage is not a means or away of escaping poverty, loneliness nor away of having full joy,peace and happiness.
Marriage is also not away of escaping/avoiding/ending sexual sin/immortality! Jesus is the WAY.
•One of the reasons God created marriage is for reproduction! Infact this is the only reason that can not be debated by homosexuals and lesbians.one can not reproduce in homosexuality.
Genesis chapters one and two are the only places in the Bible where God gave His specific aim for people, and purpose for marriage and family before there were any cultural or social structures.This chapters wholly state God's idea/perspective/purpose for marriage and family.
The image of God in human(man) makes human being unique and different from all other creatures. Human beings have a personal being; they have unique capacity for relationship with God and with each other.
The marriage relationship is the most intimate of all relationships.it involves amarging of two separate but equal individuals in such away that they become One.and they(husband and wife) relate to each other through a wider variety of experience than any other persons.
#Marriage is special because it takes place in the frame work of security which comes from alife long commitment to each other. In fact no relationship can ever match that of marriage for meaning-variety-helpfulness-joy-openeness and intimacy! 
Marriage relationship is the only place one can get opportunity to share his or herself with some one who most understands, and its also aplace one can enjoy Mutual commitment and trust.And it's the place where Christ' love for the church can be more clearly reflected/read publically and practically. Therefore, marriage is arightful place designed by God for reproduction.Every child born outside marriage has a silent void that leads to lack of self esteem and lack of self confidence.only God can fill such a void.
• The purpose God created marriage was and still is "to unleach power in the unity/union of the husband and wife.and in this aspect we mean oneness and not sex.some traditional minds run to sex when they hear or read the word Union.
• Transplanting/Transfering/Imparting the Image of God:
Marriage is not only for the purpose of reproduction or multiplying the power in the couples union/oness, but it's also for purpose of multiplying the Image of God through Impartation or transplant.
Adam imparted the image in his sons Cain and Able even though the devil decieved Cain not to do things well(Genesis4:7) and later killed his brother Able. That act corrupted the Image in cain. Adam's hope vanished!
God gave Cain a chance to rework himself into God' image but all in vain! When God saw that man-Cain was not willing to return to Him or Repent(Genesis4:16-24), God decided to give Adam a chance to bore another son as a replacement for Able.scripture gives agood  report of this new born-second chance son named Seth, of his birth it says "behold men begun to call on the name of the LORD!!!" The channel for spreading the seed-the image of God-and the righteousness of God instead of sin was reopened!Cain opened a door for sin-he simply invited sin but Seth reopened a door of righteousness-he invited Righteousness! The image of God in our context here is the manifestation of God in human race which was and still is the main purpose God created man. All creation is able to see God through aman who carries and manifests the image of God!  So I believe all creation was able to see God manifest in the life of Seth and they/it began to call on God, not Seth.man started to involve God in their lives/affairs/dealings on a daily basis.
CHOOSING AND CONNECTION  

Titus1: 2corinthians6:14.

1corinthians10:31  glory to God.

Proverbs 3:1-6.Trust God. Acknowledge Him.

Genesis24: 
OTHER TOPICS.

INTRODUCTION AND WEDDING:

FAMILY LIFE:

FINANCES:

MINISTRY:
Follow us on Facebook marriage enlightenment programme for singles. Tel +256751942204.Email terbimbody@gmail.com
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